
 
 Dear Families,     February 25-28, 2019 
  
  Our Realistic Fiction stories are coming along nicely. We are creating made 
up stories with true to life characters with a realistic problem and believable 
ending that includes details in describing the character’s thoughts, actions or 
feelings. Transition words and phrases to help move the events in the stories 

along naturally are used. We are also learning some rules for writing dialogue: put quotation 
marks around what someone says, use speaker tags to identify who is speaking, capitalize the 
first letter, put punctuation inside the quotes, and make a new paragraph with a new speaker. 
We will continue to read many realistic fiction stories such as Last Stop on Market Street and 
Jamaica and the Substitute Teacher in order to immerse ourselves in the genre. 

 Our new Read Aloud is called Iggy’s House, by Judy Blume. It was written in the 
1960s about a black family integrating a previously majority white neighborhood. This book, 
while written in a style accessible to young children, brings up questions about race, identity, 
economics, advocacy and choices.  Rich, complex conversations (that don’t always 
have a resolution) can come out of literature – maybe the students will bring some of 
our conversational points home to talk about with you. 
The students enjoy Read Aloud quite a bit. Part of why we provide Read Aloud every 

day after lunch is to share quality literature and to deliberately model 
comprehension strategies the students can then utilize in their own 
independent reading.   
 Social Studies is focused on history. Last week was an overview of two 
important U.S. presidents, compacted due to the short week.  Starting this week, 
the children will be exposed to Black American History, giving background and 
context for the accomplishments and contributions of many African Americans. 

The Scholastic News references how people like Linda Brown and Thurgood Marshall fought for 
nation-wide desegregation. 

In math we’ll move on to data collection of arm spans and standing long 
jumps.  Beginning with sorting numerical data, we’ll move to arranging data in 
ascending or descending order to find the middle value (median), and work with 
other landmarks like maximum, minimum, mode and range.    

Conference request forms went home on Tuesday. Please return them 
ASAP so you can increase your chances of getting a time of your choice.  
Wednesday evening is very popular, and while we try to accommodate, the 
requests are honored first come first serve. Thanks! 
  
Spelling: night, right, why, flight, might, tight, slight, fright, try, sky, who, whose 

Vocabulary: trial, harmful, supreme, separate, illegal 
 
General Information:  
• Specialists: S, M, PE, S 
• 2/25, 2/28 Gymnastics unit in PhyEd 
• 3/01 No School Conference Preparation 
• 3/4 Science Fair (grades 3-5 participate) public viewing 6:30 – 7:30 
• 3/4 Book Orders Due GZR7Z 
• 3/5 – 3/20 Read-A-Thon  Gobble up some books! 

• 3/7 Bell Museum Field Trip – will need a lunch from home. Chaperones welcome! 
• 3/14 Spring Concert (grades 4&5) public welcome 6:30 
• 3/20 & 3/21 Evening Conferences, 3/22 Day Conferences No School 
• 2nd grade website: https://www.spps.org/domain/237 

 
 
Best, Ms. Lee  mao.lee@spps.org 


